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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Marilyn Althoff, Executive Director



563-556-7878 office

563-920-0262 cell


malthoff@hillsdales.org

Hills & Dales to Welcome a Visitor – Hector the Dog  
(Dubuque, IA – June 13, 2011)  The adult clients of Hills & Dales who work making Bogey Tales Dog Treats at the Hills & Dales Life Training Center will have an opportunity to meet a new friend they have been corresponding with for the last few months for the first time when a large, black dog named Hector comes to visit on Friday, June 17th.   
Hills & Dales Executive Director, Marilyn Althoff, saw a news piece on the local TV news in January about a soldier, Specialist Kevin Urquidez, from Marion, Iowa who was deploying to Afghanistan and who was frantically searching for a home for his dog and best friend Hector, who he had earlier adopted from a shelter. 

After making a few phone calls and exchanging emails, a Hills & Dales staff member was able to find the foster family who gladly took in Hector, and for the last few months the Hills & Dales clients have been sending a dozen Bogey Tales Dog Treats to Hector, who at times is willing to share with his foster sister Sparkle.  In a recent email from Specialist Urquidez he stated that he is looking forward to his return home, and thanked the clients from Hills & Dales for helping him spoil his puppy while he is gone.
On Friday the 17th, Hector and his foster parents Josh and Dawn Holland, as well as Sparkle, will be making a trip from the Cedar Rapids area to the Hills & Dales Community Center so Hector can meet his new friends, and see the facility where all of his new favorite peanut butter dog treats are made.  

Hills & Dales receives immense support from the community, and genuinely appreciates all of the sacrifices military personnel and their families make for our country, so the organization felt this was one small way to give back.
The mission of Hills & Dales is to build meaningful lives for individuals with disabilities by offering services that support the whole person and enhance community inclusion.  The organization has been providing supports and services to individuals with disabilities in Dubuque and Northeast Iowa for over 35 years.  For additional information, contact Marilyn Althoff at 563-556-7878.
###
PHOTO/MEDIA OPPORTUNITY – Hector the Dog Visits Hills & Dales Clients
Contact at the Event:
Deanne Althoff, Development Director (556-7878)
What:
Hector and his foster family will be stopping by the Hills & Dales Life Training Center to meet his new friends – adult clients of Hills & Dales who make Bogey Tales Dog Treats.  For the last few months Hector has been receiving a package of Bogey Tales to enjoy while his owner is serving our country in Afghanistan.
When:



Friday, June 17, 2011 at 12:00 pm

Where:


Hills & Dales Community Center





3505 Stoneman Road – Dubuque

