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DRA GRANT AWARD SUPPORTS HILLS & DALES AUSTIM PILOT HOME
(Dubuque, IA – November 1, 2011)  A recent grant award in the amount of $20,000 from the Dubuque Racing Association will assist Hills & Dales in funding an Autism Pilot Home.  The main goal of this program is to develop a pilot program/community home model specific for young adults with Autism and other related behaviors. No other provider is currently offering a specific program to support adults with Autism and Hills & Dales will be the lead agency to develop this new program offering and to bring or keep people in their community and close to their families. 
The adult individuals who will benefit from this project call Dubuque County or a contiguous county home (some are living out of state due to the lack of services in Iowa).  These persons have Autism, a diagnosed intellectual disability, and present some difficult challenges and behaviors.  Through the proper curriculum, staff support, and crisis response systems development, Hills & Dales will establish a model of program support for these individuals to have a meaningful life in their community.
Hills & Dales is appreciative of the support the DRA has provided to assist in the mission to build meaningful lives for individuals with disabilities by offering services that support the whole person and enhance community inclusion.  Hills & Dales, a not-for-profit organization, has been providing supports and services to individuals with disabilities in Dubuque and Northeast Iowa since 1973.  For additional information, contact Marilyn Althoff at 563-556-7878.
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