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Hills & Dales Executive Director Appointed to serve 

On Department of Human Services workgroup
(Dubuque, Iowa – August 16, 2011)  Marilyn Althoff, Executive Director of Hills & Dales, volunteered her service and expertise and was selected by Department of Human Services (DHS) Director Chuck Palmer to serve on the Children’s Mental Health and Disability workgroup to recommend sweeping changes in the delivery of mental health services. 

Legislation approved in the 2011 session directed DHS to appoint and lead workgroups to recommend changes to a current system that has funding and service inequities.  Workgroups will recommend proposals to: meet the needs of consumers for disability services in responsive and cost-effective manner,  develop a core set of services available for anyone who is eligible for government-funded mental health or disability services, reorganize adult disability services into a system administered on a regional basis, redesign publicly funded children’s mental health and disability services, identify approaches to address the needs for publicly funded services for persons with brain injury and review best practices, implement services in accordance with Olmstead principles, and address co-occurring mental health, intellectual disability, brain injury, and substance abuse.
Marilyn has served Hills & Dales since 1989 in various leadership capacities, and has been the Executive Director for the not-for-profit human service organization since May 2004. Hills & Dales is dedicated to building meaningful lives for individuals with disabilities by offering services that support the whole person and enhance community inclusion.  If you would like more information, please call Hills & Dales at 563-556-7878. 
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